compensation for adverse drug effects in a section on 'Ethics, Liability, Compensation and Legal Consent'.
The 582 pages of the Proceedings are evidence of the enormous scope of clinical pharmacology as conceived by the conference organizers. Indeed, for the clinician concerned principally with therapeutics, the very breadth of subjects covered may be overwhelming while providing little in the way of new therapeutic information. However, for all those who wish to keep abreast of developments in this important field of medicine, these Proceedings are good value for money. The language and style of committee reports frequently relegates them to a minor place in the reading list of many professionals, but Dr Louis H Hempelmann jr and his colleagues are to be congratulated on producing a very readable, concise and factual exposition of the present position of mammography, particularly when one considers the considerable controversy which surrounds the subject. Its simple style and layout covering the physical aspects, experimental aspects, radiation risk from low-dose exposure, a precise summary and comprehensive glossary and bibliography, the whole within eighty pages, make it a most useful handbook for any department practising mammagraphy and especially helpful to those contemplating introducing the technique. Some specialists in the field might criticize it on the grounds that a clear directive to the correct approach in a particular aspect is not always given, leaving the decision to the potential user, who, if uncritical, could be misled.
An example of this might be the choice of target 'material and image receptor, where it is now generally accepted that from consideration of riskbenefit a Tungsten/Xerox combination or molybdenum film-screen combination, together with a long (70 em or above) FFD, are highly desirable. This important directive is rather hidden in the broad discussion. Additionally, the bibliography, although comprehensive, is almost exclusively North American, but these are minor criticisms and the booklet is strongly recommended as valuable reading for students of radiology and desirable reading for those actively engaged in the field.
G HARTLEY

Consultant Radiologist Withington Hospital. Manchester
Infertility. Elliot E Philipp & G Barry Carruthers (ed) pp 268 £25 London: Heinemann Medical 1981 All doctors and other health workers concerned with the infertile couple will find great interest in this book. Written in a generally very readable style, it summarizes forty years of experience in the Fertility Clinic at the Royal Northern Hospital but calls on experts from other centres for their special contributions. Its keynote is optimistic, suggesting that few cases are hopeless nowadaysthough more sober prognoses do prevail when detailed instances are considered. Investigation and treatment are well described and soundly based, but there is a degree of repetitiveness which should have been edited out. So too should the slips of various kinds, too numerous to detail here.
The illustrations are of variable quality, that of the histological specimens and some of the operation photographs being mediocre, while the illustration of ferning in cervical mucus is a very poor example. There are a number of statements which occasionally surprise, such as 'Erosions should be treated in all infertile patients', and 'A normal picture [on hysterosalpingography] of the uterine cavity in our opinion ... rules out any suspicion of cancer of the body.' An omission of some importance was a reference to XY gonadal dysgenesis, in the discussion of chromosomal anomalies responsible for primary ovarian failure, and the need to excise the gonadal streaks in these, though not in XO cases to prevent the development of malignant tumours. Though some of these criticisms may seem harsh, they can easily be put right in the next edition, for the book can otherwise be confidently recommended. This book documents the review papers presented at that meeting and successfully updates and considerably extends the subjects discussed in the earlier meeting. For those who think that our knowledge of drug absorption was completed by the. pH-partition hypothesis, there is a rude awakening in the first chapter which discusses the 'Limitations of the Classical Theories of Drug Absorption' and it is soon apparent from this and the succeeding chapters that whilst there have
